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Join the many businesses, churches, 
schools, civic groups and individuals 
who support The Kitchen Dental Clinic 
through cash and in-kind donations. 
Your donations are used very carefully 
to insure that they help those who 
need it most.

To make a donation, inquire about a 
tour, volunteer or get more informa-
tion about donations or bequests, call 
417.837.1500, or mail the form below to:

The Kitchen, Inc.
Attn: Dental Clinic
1630 North Jefferson Avenue
Springfield, MO 65803

How You
Can Help

Yes! I want to help The Kitchen 
Dental Clinic continue its 
valuable work. 

q I’ve enclosed a donation in the 
amount of _____________________ .

q I am interested in volunteering.

q I would like information on bequests 
or other giving opportunities.

My name and address is:

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

Best way to reach me:

_________________________________.

The Kitchen 
Dental Clinic

gives people
a reason

to

Giving people the confidence to smile.

“Since I was 13, my number one priority was to get 
drunk and get high. I didn’t care about anything. 
I’ve been clean and sober for 18 months now, but 
I was in terrible pain and my front teeth began 
chipping away from years of neglect. The den-
tist was amazing, polite, helpful and compas-
sionate. He filled 16 cavities and performed 12 

extractions. I had forgotten there were good 
people in the world. I am making a new life 
and can now smile with confidence.”

“She was three years old when her teeth 
began to turn brown. Her teeth hurt so badly 
she couldn’t eat and she lost six pounds. We 
found out it was hereditary and that the 
infection was spreading through her blood. 
We were working, but we didn’t have insur-
ance, so there was no way we could get treat-
ment for our little girl. The dentist pulled some 
of her teeth. We cried for joy when we could 
see she was getting well.” 

“My teeth were so bad I used to hide my 
face. I wanted a career in the legal pro-
fession, but I didn’t have the confidence. 
Now I do, thanks to the caring and 
considerate staff at the Kitchen Dental 
Clinic. The help I got changed my life.”

Holly, 25, Skylar, 4
Children are referred to dentists in the community.

Daniella, 25

Jennifer, 34

“I talk better 

and actually 

like to smile.  

I can eat 

hard veggies 

and people 

compliment me 

on my smile. 

Most people 

are shocked 

when they find 

out they’re 

not my natu-

ral teeth. The 

dentist made 

an impossible 

dream come 

true. I feel 100% 

more normal 

than I ever 

have in my 

entire life.” 

Jackie, 53Funding for this project was provided in part by Missouri Foundation for 
Health. Missouri Foundation for Health is a philanthropic organization whose 

vision is to improve the health of the people in the community it serves.
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It’s not in Sister Lorraine Biebel’s temperament to see suffering without coming up with 
a solution. From the time in 1984 when the Franciscan nun and her volunteers dispensed 
hot meals from the back of a van to Springfield, Missouri’s homeless population, Sister 
Biebel has always looked for ways to aid the poor and marginalized in overcoming their 
problems. The core of her approach is to help families move toward self-sufficiency in 
dignified and compassionate ways.

Dental services to this segment of the population have always been secondary, but the 
reality that Sister Lorraine saw was that poor dental health could un-do all the good 
intentions that people have to improve their lives.

The breakthrough in dental services came with the donation in 1993 by Clarence and 
Edna Wheeler of the current facility at 1630 North Jefferson Avenue. A generous grant 
from the Missouri Foundation for Health enabled the staff to renovate the building 
donated by the Wheelers. And, now for the first time, the clinic contains spaces specially 
designed and renovated for providing patients with quality dental care and education.

Local dentists, including Dr. John Hume and Dr. Houston Kerr, were instrumental in offer-
ing their time, knowledge and equipment to aid in establishing a dental clinic. Because 
of their early work, the Kitchen Dental Clinic is able to provide its patients with services 
that will make a difference in their lives.

‘I haven’t smiled since I was 16.’ —a 22-year-old mother of two

Those of us who are fortunate to have dental insurance or can afford 
dental care take healthy and attractive teeth for granted. But to 
those who struggle to buy the minimal necessities, such as food and 
lodging, dental care is a luxury they can’t afford. 

Poor dental health leads to other physical problems, and can impede 
a person’s ability to be hired or to keep a job. Being able to smile with 
confidence is an immediate boost to a patient’s self-esteem and is a 
positive step in leading a healthy, normal life.

The dentists, dental hygienists and assistants who volunteer at The Kitchen Dental Clinic give 
of their time and skills to provide services to The Kitchen’s clients. And they do it for all the 
best reasons: “No one has cared for these people with respect and dignity,” said one dentist. 
“The dental care and education is important, but so is the compassion.” As one dentist said, “I 
don’t get paid but I receive a lot of thank-you cards.”

Health care volunteers are provided malpractice  
insurance through the Missouri Legal Expense Fund.

The Kitchen Medical and Dental Clinic does not dispense 
controlled substances. 

The Kitchen Dental Clinic 

Healthy and Attractive Teeth Change Lives

The Kitchen Dental Clinic: Part of a Holistic Campus and Helping Community

THE CLINIC
MISSION :

To offer quality 
health care and 

hope to uninsured,
low-income

individuals and 
families, with
compassion
and dignity.

“I have had many cavities and 
an abscessed tooth. The 
Kitchen hygienist helped 
me keep the teeth I 
have; I have hope that 
I can work toward my 
dreams. My family says 
I won’t amount to any-
thing, but I am not going 
to listen.” 

Ryan, 24


